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Peru City Council president 
named city’s acting mayor

By TRACY 
McCORMICK-DISHMAN
tdishman@perutribune.com

Peru City Council Pres-
ident, Patricia Russell, 
was named Acting Mayor 
in Miami Circuit Court on 
Wednesday.

“This has never been 
done before,” said Mi-
ami County Circuit Court 
Judge Tim Spahr before 
asking City Attorney 

Dustin Kern and Russell if 
either of them would like 
to speak to the concerns of 
the petition.

Russell took the stand 
and spoke about the health 
of Mayor Miles Hewitt 
who remains hospitalized 
since his heart attack on 
April 19 and the reason for 
her petition.

“Miles Hewitt is cur-
rently in Lutheran Hospi-
tal in Fort Wayne and has 
recently been taken off a 
ventilator,” said Russell. 
“He is having difficulty 
speaking, is on oxygen, 
has shaky hands, has to 
be sedated off and on, and 
struggles with writing.”

Greg Hewitt, son of Miles 

Hewitt, took the stand and 
testified that he agreed to 
the state his father is in as 
described by Russell.

Spahr confirmed with 
Kern that Miles Hewitt 
had been provided notice 

of the reason for the hear-
ing on Wednesday. Kern 
confirmed that he had 
given notice to the May-
or’s secretary, Matthew 
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Miami County sixth graders tour the Sheriff’s Department during Law Enforcement Week.

Jonesboro 
woman 
sentenced 
to 48 years 
in Okie 
Pinokie 
case
By TRACY  
McCORMICK-DISHMAN
tdishman@perutribune.com

A Jonesboro woman 
convicted in connection 
with the 2018 murder of a 
Summitville man in Miami 
County was sentenced to 
more than 40 years in pris-
on on Wednesday.

Almost four years to the 
day of the slaying, Miami 
County Circuit Court Judge 
Timothy Spahr sentenced 
the now 21-year-old Britta-
ny Michelle Renae Morris 
to 48 years in prison, with 
two years suspended to su-
pervised probation.

Spahr handed down the 
sentence at the one-hour 
hearing that saw testimony 
from Kathy Knight, Miami 
County Probation Officer, 
who presented numerous 
incidents and probation vi-
olations in Morris’ record. 
The 17 records date back to 
her first, when Morris was 
14 years old, and up to two 
weeks before the slaying of 
Drake Smith, according to 
Knight.

The final documentation 
of probation violation in-
cluded her last, showing 
that Morris was on proba-
tion at the time of Smith’s 
murder.

“It is not lost on me that 
today is exactly four years 
since the Smith fami-
ly didn’t know they were 

Sixth graders enjoy Police Day  
in honor of Law Enforcement week

By TRACY 
McCORMICK-DISHMAN
tdishman@perutribune.com

The Miami County Sher-
iff’s Department hosted 
sixth graders from North 
Miami, Peru, and Macon-
aquah Schools in honor of 
Law Enforcement Week 
this week.

“This is the first year 
we have held the event at 
the Miami County Sheriff 
facility. The event went 
exceptionally well,” said 
Miami County Sheriff Tim 
Hunter. “In previous years 
we have held the event at 
Grissom Air Reserve Base. 
Holding the event at the 

County Sheriff’s facility 
gave the kids the opportu-
nity to tour the facility.”

The North Miami High 
School band started the 
event by playing the Na-
tional Anthem and the Peru 
Police Department honor 
guard presented the flag.

“Close to 400 students 
met and watched demon-
strations from Miami 
County Sheriff’s De-
partment, Department of 
Natural Resources, Peru 
Police Department, the 
bomb squad, Indiana State 
Police, Miami County 
Central Dispatch, Miami 

Flower power
By TRACY MCCORMICK-DISHMAN
tdishman@perutribune.com

Downtown Peru will get a big 
dose of flower power next week 
when volunteers gather to plant 
colorful flowers in planters and 
streetscape beds around the Court-
house square and a stretch of 
Broadway.

Downtown Peru Streetscape 
Project will take place on Tuesday 
starting at 10 a.m.

The annual Downtown Planting 
Project is organized by the Miami 
County Chamber of Commerce 

in collaboration with the City of 
Peru.

“Every year we plan and plant,” 
said Sandy Chittum, Miami Coun-
ty Chamber of Commerce pres-
ident. “As the flowers grow, we 
get so excited for planting time to 
come around again!”

Volunteers will plant over 60 
streetscape dirt squares, urns and 
hanging baskets located around 
the courthouse, and square stands 
on all four corners of each block 
from First Farmers Bank and Trust 
to 5th Street.

Supporting businesses and 
groups who provide services in-
clude Garden Gate Greenhouse of 
Peru who grows all of the flowers 

Community callout
The Peru Tribune always 

accepts content from  
the community including  
photos and news items for 
upcoming editions. Please 
submit items to ptnews@
perutribune.com or 
ptsports@perutribune.com.

CoMMUnity 
CaLendaR

events and 
information

May 21

The Orlando A. Somers 
Camp # 1, Sons of Union 
Veterans of the Civil 
War, will meet May 21 at 
12:00 p.m. at the South 
Branch of the Howard 
County Public Library, 
1755 E. Center Road, 
Kokomo. Any descen-
dant from a Union sol-
dier or sailor, or anyone 
who has an interest in 
the Civil War, is invit-
ed to attend. For more 
information, contact 
Travis LeMaster at 765-
667-1940 or visit www. 
orlandosomerscamp.org

May 25
Peru Circus Festival 

Band Summer Concert 
Series, Wednesday, May 
25, 7:00 p.m., Eastwood 
Place. Bring a lawn chair, 
the concert is free.

The Maconaquah 
Board of School Trust-
ees will conduct a regu-
lar school board meeting 
on Wednesday, May 25, 
at 6:00 p.m. in the Board 
Room, Administration 
Building located at 7932 
S Strawtown Pike, Bun-
ker Hill, IN.

June 6
The Peru High School 

Class of 1967 will hold 
their monthly luncheon 
on Monday, June 6, at 
12:00 p.m. at Gabri-
el’s Restaurant, 101 N. 
Broadway, Peru. All PHS 
Class of 67 classmates are 
invited to attend.

June 9
The Peru High School 

Class of 1960 will hold 
their monthly dinner on 
June 9th at 4:00 p.m. at 
My Pizza My Way.

June 10
Denver Baptist Church, 

111 North Yorick ST, Fri-
day June 10 and Saturday 
June 11, 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
both days, light breakfast 
and lunch available. Pro-
ceeds to local missions.

June 11
Denver Baptist Church, 

111 North Yorick ST, Fri-
day June 10 and Saturday 
June 11, 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
both days, light breakfast 
and lunch available. Pro-
ceeds to local missions.

Stay 
inFoRMed, 

CHeCk onLine 
For more local news, 

please visit perutribune.
com. Our stories appear 
online daily in an easy-
to-read format as they are 
completed. Get your news 
faster by activating your 
online account which is 
included with your print 
subscription. Thank you 
for your support.

Pat Russell will serve 
as city’s executive for 
six months pending 
Hewitt’s recovery from 
a recent heart attack

HEWITT RUSSELL
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Miami County sixth graders tour the Sheriff’s Department during 
Law Enforcement Week and get an up close experience of equip-
ment that is used in police work.

Police 
remind 
motorists 
to ‘Click It 
or Ticket’
STAFF REPORT
Peru Tribune

The Peru Police Depart-
ment, along with other 
agencies across Indiana, 
will be increasing patrols as 
part of the national “Click 
It or Ticket” enforcement 
campaign ahead of Memo-
rial Day weekend.

“For the next three weeks, 
officers will be out in full 
force making sure drivers 
and passengers are buckled 
up and children are prop-
erly secure,” a recent news 
release from the city police 
department said.

“Our focus is not on writ-
ing tickets but to encourage 
people to buckle up in or-
der to saves lives,” Chief 
Dan Sofianos said in the re-
lease. “Seat belts are your 
best form of protection in 
a crash and against danger-
ous drivers. At the end of 
the day, we want everyone 
to reach their destination 
safely.”

“Research has repeated-
ly demonstrated the safety 
benefits of seat belts and 
the dangerous consequenc-
es when people choose not 
to use them. Buckling up 

Downtown planting  
begins next week
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Instructions for planting are given at the Down-
town Streetscape project last year.
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