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Cole Porter Festival announces 
new events for 2022.

>Sports, B1

Council races bring less 
cash than in judge’s primary

By TRACY 
McCORMICK-DISHMAN
tdishman@perutribune.com

Apart from the three-way 
judge’s race in the Repub-

lican primary, the only oth-
er contested county-level 
races that some voters will 
see when they visit the 
polls on May 3 are Miami 
County Council Districts 1 

and 2.
In District 1, Brad Fruth 

is challenging incumbent 
Richard Wood. And in Dis-
trict 2, incumbent Ralph 
Duckwall faces challenger 
John Allen.

Financial disclosures 
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Retiring Fire Chief John Ireland poses in front of one his department’s trucks.

Grissom fire chief retires after 34 years of service

By TRACY 
McCORMICK-DISHMAN
tdishman@perutribune.com

Grissom Fire Chief John 
Ireland signed off one final 
time on Thursday at the end 
of his retirement ceremo-
ny at Grissom Air Reserve 
Base.

Ireland is retiring after 34 
years of service.

“I can’t tell you how proud 
I am of this department and 
surrounding agencies we 
work with daily,” said Ireland.

Miami County 
Commissioners 
appoint new 
health officer

By TRACY 
McCORMICK-DISHMAN
tdishman@perutribune.com

Miami County officials 
have named a new County 
Health Officer.

The County Commission-
ers earlier this month voted 
in the ap-
pointment of 
Dr. Michael 
Mull.

Mull, a 
family med-
icine doctor 
with Amer-
ican Health 
Network, is 
taking over for Dr. James 
Rudolph, who, County 
Commissioner Alan Hunt 
said, has served for a little 
over a year and is stepping 
down for health reasons.

“Dr. Michael Mull has 
served as the Health Officer 
in years past and accepted 
the position again,” Hunt 

Community callout
The Peru Tribune always 

accepts content from  
the community including  
photos and news items for 
upcoming editions. Please 
submit items to ptnews@
perutribune.com or 
ptsports@perutribune.com.

CoMMUnity 
CAlendAr

events and 
information

May 2

The Peru High School 
Class of 67 will hold their 
monthly luncheon on 
Monday, May 2 at 12 p.m. 
at Gabriel’s Restaurant in 
Peru. All PHS Class of 67 
classmates are invited to 
attend.

May 3
The Board of Works will 

meet on May 3 at 4:00 p.m. 
in City County Chambers.

May 4
The Peru Utilities Ser-

vice Board will convene 
a regular session on May 
4 at 4:00 p.m. The public 
may participate via Mic-
rosoft Teams. Scheduling 
information and a link to 
join the meeting can be 
found at PeruUtilities.
com.

May 5
Mayoral Proclamation 

and Appreciation Recep-
tion, May 5th from 9:30am 
– 10:30am at the United 
Way of Miami County, 
CRC Building

Loree Brethren Church, 
8483 S. Strawtown Pike, 
Bunker Hill, IN, will host 
a free chicken and noodle 
dinner, May 5, beginning 
5:00 p.m. and ending when 
all the noodles are gone. 
Dine in or drive thru op-
tions available. For more 
information, call Marlene 
Dunn, 765-473-7980.

May 7
The annual charity event 

of Redemption Road 
Riders, a chapter of the 
Christian Motorcyclist 
Association, will be held 
on Saturday, May 7. “Run 

Sunday’s weather72 49

priMAry 
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For reSUltS

Readers: Primary elec-
tion results may come in 
too late to allow for them 
to be printed in Wednes-
day’s paper. For election 
results on election night 
and beyond, please vis-
it perutribune.com and 
follow our social media 
channels at facebook.com/ 
perutribune and twitter.
com/perutribune.

Mull to take over  
top post at county 
health department

MULL

Bid approved for demolition of downtown building

By TRACY 
McCORMICK-DISHMAN
tdishman@perutribune.com

Miami County Commis-
sioners recently approved 
a bid for the Fort Wayne-
based Kreager Group, to de-
molish the downtown build-
ing that was most recently 
home the Miami County 
Health Department.

“The bid for demolition 
was awarded to Kreager 

Old jail on 5th Street 
scheduled to come 
down after July’s 
Circus City Festival

Ireland says farewell 
in Thursday ceremony 
at local base

The Grissom Fire Department recognizes retiring chief, John Ireland, for his service.

See CALENDAR, page A2

See IRELAND, page A7

See JAIL, page A2

See MULL, page A6

Candidates have just over $3k combined compared 
to $20k for judgeship hopefuls, records show

Photo by TRACY MCCORMICK-DISHMAN / / tdishman@perutribune.com

Miami County Council District 1 candidates Richard Wood (Left) 
and Bradley Fruth (Right) discussing topics at a candidate forum 
earlier this month

Photo by TRACY MCCORMICK-DISHMAN / / tdishman@perutribune.com

Former Miami County jail at the corner of Court and Fifth streets is scheduled for demolition in 
late July.

See COUNCIL, page A2

Challengers 
try to push 
Indiana’s 
dominant 
GOP more 
to right
By TOM DAVIES 
and SARA BURNETT
Associated Press

INDIANAPOLIS — As a 
mom and a Christian conser-
vative, Lorissa Sweet found 
herself increasingly frus-
trated with Republicans in 
the Indiana Statehouse who 
she said were too willing to 
compromise on such issues 
as abortion and gun rights.

Then COVID-19 hit, and 
Sweet says those same leg-
islators who campaigned as 
conservatives who believe 
in individual freedom stood 
by as she was ordered to 

See INDIANA, page A7
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